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1. (1.1, 23) Why does Thucydides think the Peloponnesian War was the greatest up till then?

2. (1.1-21) What is the purpose of this section?

3. (1.18) How do Athens and Sparta spend their time between the two wars?  How does this relate to what he says earlier (1.1)?

4. (1.22) How has he gained the information for his history and how does he treat it?

5. (1.22) Why did he write this history?

6. (1.22) What does he believe is true about the relationship between past and future?

7. (1.22) What motivation does he give for studying the “Great Books”?
8. (1.23) What does Thucydides believe was the real cause of the war?

9. (1.24-27) How were Corcyra and Corinth drawn into the conflict involving Epidamnus?

10. (1.31) How was Athens drawn in?
11. (1.42) What biblical parallel do you find with this part of the speech (cf. Prv 15:1; 25:15)? 
12. (1.44) Which side does Athens decide to join and why?

13. (1.55) After the battle of Sybota what was Corinth’s complaint against Athens?

14. (1.66) What were the complaints from Athens and the Peloponnese regarding Potidaea?
15. (1.84-85) To what does king Archidamus attribute success, all things being equal? 
16. (1.79, 87-88) After hearing the embassies of Corinth and Athens, what does Sparta decide?

17. (1.89-118) What is going on during this 50 year period called the “Pentecontaetia”?
18. (1.99) How did Athens begin to act toward its allies during the Pentecontaetia?
19. (1.124) How did the Corinthian motivate the Spartans to vote for war? 
20. (1.128-138) What relationships are described in this flashback?

21. (1.138) How does Thucydides describe Themistocles?

22. (1.140-144) How does the Athenian leader Pericles respond to the Spartan demands?
23. (2.1-6) What took place in the episode of Plataea?

24. (2.8) What is the general atmosphere in Greece at the beginning of the war?

25. (2.13) Why did Pericles donate his estate to Athens?

26. (2.13-14) What did Pericles advise the Athenians to do?
27. (2.17) What was Athens like when Pericles’ advice was followed?

28. (2.21) How did the Athenians view and treat Pericles when the Peloponnesians invaded?

29. (2.23, 25) What is the Athenian strategy for harassing/weakening the Peloponnesians?

30. (2.42) Why does Pericles praise Athens so much?
31. (2.43) What is “the most splendid of sepulchers”? 
32. (2.44) What comfort does he offer the surviving relatives of the slain men?
33. (2.52) How did Pericles’ advice (2.13-14) contribute to the plague?

34. (2.53) What effect did the plague have on morality in Athens?

35. (2.8, 59) What change in Athens’ mood do we see when we contrast these sections?
36. (2.65) What was Pericles’ advice and how did Athens eventually lose the war?

37. (2.76) How did the Plataeans defend their wall against the battering rams?

38. (2.81) Why were the warlike Chaonians so severely beaten? (cf. Prv 16:18) 

39. (2.91) In the battle of Naupactus, what changed the momentum in favor of the Athenians?

40. (2.91) What happened to triremes when they were rammed and split?
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